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SUBJECT: COCOM CONTROLS ON TECHNOLOGY 
REF: PARIS 35597 

1 . ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS (MOST RECENTLY DEC. 6) DEPT. HAS 
DISCUSSED WITH JAPANESE EMBASSY ITS PERPLEXITY THAT JAPAN 
SHOULD CITE LEGAL PROBLEM AS BASIS FOR RELUCTANCE TO AGREE 
TO ADD "TECHNOLOGY" TO COCOM CRITERIA, POINTING OUT OUR 
UNDERSTANDING THAT JAPAN HAS CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL 
PROBLEMS TO CONTROL EXPORTS OF ANYTHING (PRODUCTS OR 
TECHNOLOGY) BUT THAT JAPAN HAD CLEARLY FOUND A PRAGMATIC 
WAY TO CONTROL PRODUCTS AND WOULD LOGICALLY FIND A SIMILARLY 
PRAGMATIC WAY TO CONTROL TECHNOLOGY. SINCE TECHNOLOGY 
WAS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT THAN PRODUCTS. 
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2. ON EACH PREVIOUS OCCASION JAPANESE EMBASSY HAD NO 
ANSWER. ON DEC. 6 MATSUURA ASSERTED THAT JAPAN DID HAVE A 
SPECIFIC LAW TO CONTROL EXPORT AND IMPORTS OF COMMODITIES 
BUT NO SIMILAR LAW TO CONTROL TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER. WHEN 
PRESSED FOR SPECIFICS, HE SAID THE FOREIGN EXCHANGE ACT 
AND A CABINET DECREE WERE RELEVANT FOR COMMODITIES. HE 
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THEN BECAME LESS CONFIDENT AS TO WHETHER OR NOT A SIMILAR 
BASIS EXISTED FOR CONTROL OF TECHNOLOGY. HE SAID HE WOULD 
REFER THE QUESTION TO TOKYO. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSY TOKYO ANALYSIS OF JAPANESE LEGAL BASIS 
FOR CONTROLLING EXPORTS OF PRODUCTS AND OF TECHNOLOGY, 

PREFERABLY TO REACH PARIS DEC. 12. CHRISTOPHER 
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